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Mary, she was unable to do so without giving offence, for which
she was not prepared. He arrived In Scotland In September,
1564, and In due course came the request for Darnley to join
him.

At first Elizabeth gave a blank refusal. Her commissioners
were about to meet Murray and Maitland to discuss the terms
she would offer with Leicester, and she would on no account
jeopardize her pet scheme. These negotiations failed. Randolph,
like blind Bayard, * whose heart served him well but his sight
failed him to guide him the way \ continued to write optimistic
letters; but Cecil, and Leicester himself, knew that there was no
hope left for Elizabeth's scheme. Perhaps they realized that
personally they had much to gain by making the fortunes of one,
who would probably be their future king; anyhow, they urged
Elizabeth to let Darnley go to Scotland. In the end they got
their way. As likely as not, Elizabeth knew in her heart that in
acquiescing she was surrendering her cherished dream. Darnley
arrived in Edinburgh on 13 February 1565, where people were
anxiously discussing a recent and terrifying omen. At midnight
on three successive nights before, the cries and clash of arms of
ghostly warriors had been heard, fighting in the empty streets,
But this presage of misfortune did not trouble the Queen and
Court. They made merry, with banqueting upon banqueting.

It may be - who can tell? - that Mary was still hesitating. Just
before and just after Darnley's arrival she again asked Elizabeth"
to recognize her claim to the succession, to which Murray and
Maitland added their earnest persuasions. These two were in a
cruel predicament. They preferred Leicester to Darnley, but did
not dare to put pressure on Mary, without a previous assurance
of the succession. It would be hopeless; that they knew, and
they would only turn Mary and the person she married into
bitter enemies.

On 5 March Elizabeth sent her reply, which Randolph told
to Mary on the i6th. If Mary would marry Leicester, It ran,
Elizabeth would advance him to all the honour she could; she
would also favour Mary's title to the succession in every way
possible, except that she would not hold a formal Inquiry into